


THE CHALLENGE

When planning the initial steps for MIG development, we had crucial issues
to solve in order to make the new version not only a major improvement over
the first one but also a symbol of Xpand’s product and service excellence.

The new solution had to be based only in open source libraries and/or frame-
works and, most of all, had to be easy and intuitive to use and update. Since
the main use of this application is for collecting geographic metadata, possi-
bly on the field, the new interface ought to be consistent and also a pleasure
to use, presenting a coherent way to do each task (even the most tedious
ones!), featuring human readable icons and friendly toolbars while always
providing high responsiveness to user requests.

THE SOLUTION

The main challenge was to implement an improved geographic metadata editor compliant with the 19115 and 19119 iso standards.

The new MIG editor was entirely developed using Java 6 technology, relying on the Swing toolkit for presentation components. This
made multiple operating system integration possible, so each user can edit their metadata in virtually any java virtual machine imple-
mentation such as Windows, Linux or even Mac OS X!

MIG Editor 2 features a fine tuned interface for easy navigation among records and their respective sections, a contact manager and
three view modes: forms, XSLT transformations and raw xml for maximum control over the generated xml file.

Whether the user needs to check all the hardcore xml details of a record or perhaps just a prettified simple view resulting from a XSLT
transformation, MIG editor 2 makes all this possible with just a single click. It even remembers every component state, view and
currently opened records so the user can resume its work across separate runs of the editor.

Being an open source product, MIG editor 2 binaries and source code are hosted in sourceforge.net.
Be sure to check out http://sourceforge.net/projects/migeditor for further information on this project
and the community behind it.
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Standards & Technologies

The MIG Editor is a geographical metadata editor that implements a subset of the 19115, 19119 and 19139 ISO formats, based in the Portuguese
Metadata Profile and INSPIRE requirements. It relies solely on the following open source technologies:

» Java 6 * |zPack installer library
» Swing » Saxon XSLT library
* TikeSwing framework
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